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CHAPTER1 ~
REVISED NOVEMBER 2003
UNDER THE INFLUENCE
1. GENERAL. Alcohol affects human behavior when it reaches the brain and central
nervous system. The extent of influence depends upon the concentration of alcohol
present in the blood. Blood alcohol concentration (BAC) is determined by such factors

as the amount of alcohol consumed relative to the amount of water in the body, the
duration of drinking, and the competing rates of absorption and elimination.

2. DEFINITION OF UNDER THE INFLUENCE (ALCOHOL OR DRUGS).

a. A personis considered under the influence of an alcoholic beverage, drug, or
combination of alcohol and drugs when his/her physical or mental abilities are
impaired to such a degree that he/she no longer has the ability to drive a vehicle
with the caution characteristic of a sober person of ordinary prudence, under the
same or similar circumstances.

b. Ifitis established that a person is driving a vehicle while under the influence of
an alcoholic beverage, drug, combined influence of an alcoholic beverage and a
drug, or while addicted to the use of any drug, it is no defense that there was some
other cause which also tended to impair his/her ability to drive with the required
caution. (California Jury Instructions - Criminal [CALJIC] 16.831, 1992 Revision.)

3. ALCOHOL INFLUENCE.

a. Alcohol is a drug that acts on the central nervous system as a depressant. As
the BAC rises, a person's impairment increases. Fine motor reflexes, information
processing, behavioral judgments and inhibitions, visual perception, and one's
ability to assess his/her own performance are often the first to be affected. This
impairment progresses to "classic" observable symptoms such as a slowing down
of physical responses, a decreased ability to coordinate muscle control, and
speech impairment. Higher BACs can lead to dramatic shifts in behavioral attitude
(e.g., lover-fighter mood swing), and a marked reduction in physical movement
(stupor); progressing to a much deeper sleep (coma) as more of the brain is
?isabled, and ending in death when the brain can no longer direct respiratory
unction.
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